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Australia’s agriculture industry is rife with opportunity for all participants, now and into the future. 

That is the view of WoolPoll 2021 Panel Chair Steven Bolt, a mixed farmer from Corrigin in Western 

Australia who is relishing his own opportunity to make an impact on the wool industry as part of his 

new role.  

Held every three years, WoolPoll is a voluntary vote of all wool levy payers through which the 

industry decides on its levy rate for investment in research, development and marketing. 

The scale of responsibility in chairing the WoolPoll 2021 Panel is not lost on Steven, who 

acknowledges the importance of the Woolpoll process for the industry. 

He sees it as an opportunity to inject some of his own passion for the wool industry into the 

campaign in an effort to get as many woolgrowers – large, small, mixed farmers and otherwise – to 

have their say on the amount they want to invest in research, development and marketing. 

“As a Panel, we have compiled a detailed Voter Information Memorandum for growers, providing  

information about Australian Wool Innovation, because it is their company and an opportunity for 

them to have a say in the future level of investment,” Steven says. 

“For me, there is a simple reason why I think all woolgrowers should have their say and vote in 

WoolPoll 2021. 

“No one is making that decision for us – it is woolgrowers who make that decision. There aren’t a lot 

of other ag industries who have the opportunity to have that kind of involvement.” 

Steven farms with his wife and four children. They operate the Claypans Merino and Poll Merino 

stud, mating up to 2300 ewes annually as part of a wider mixed farming enterprise which also 

includes cereal cropping. 

He has been back on the family farm for the majority of his working life, besides a brief stint as a 

jackaroo in New South Wales and some seasonal work shearing throughout WA.  

Steven says it is the opportunities that exist in the wool industry which drive his extraordinary 

passion for it. 

“There is currently a strong focus from consumers on clothing that is made from natural, sustainable 

fibres,” he says. 

“They are becoming increasingly aware of the environmental effects in the choices they make. 

“For that reason there is a huge opportunity for wool in the top end clothing market, but also in 

other areas such as sport and leisure wear.   

“I think we will see a continuation in the versatility of Merino fibre and the huge opportunities that 

lay ahead.” 



 
Steven’s passion for wool has existed as long as he can remember. His passion for wool and for 

agriculture more broadly is reflected in other industry roles he has, such as being a Director of The 

Livestock Collective.  

TLC provides firsthand information from real people working within the livestock supply chain in 

Australia and around the world, in order to help provide a balanced view to the wider community. 

Steven is also a past president of the Stud Merino Breeders’ Association of WA and is a member of 

the WA Live Export Advisory Group. 

“I’ve been presented with a lot of opportunities to further my knowledge and involvement at the 

decision making or industry input level over the years,” Steven says of his appetite to be a sheep 

industry leader.  

“I certainly enjoy that aspect and I like to think I can make a difference in improving the 

sustainability and ever-increasing profitability for all growers on the ground.”  

Looking to the future, it is unlikely the relationship between the Bolt family and wool will be splitting 

any time soon.  

With four children already sharing their father’s passion for wool, Steven is determined to 

continually drive the industry’s profitability.  

“It is such an exciting time to be in the wool industry because of the opportunities that are there are 

for increased market access and growth in returns for growers,” he says. 

Voting for WoolPoll 2021 opens on Monday 13 September and closes on Friday 5 November. Visit 

www.woolpoll.com.au for more information. 
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